


COMPLEX CITIES – A WORKSHOP
• Discussing your interests;
• Structuring your graduation project proposal (your thoughts);
• Getting to know Complex cities mentors.



THREE RELATED QUESTIONS
• What is the object of your research? Analytical knowledge.
• Why do you engage? Values and norms.
• How do you intend to bring change about? Approaches and instruments.



WHAT IS THE OBJECT OF YOUR 
RESEARCH?



WHAT IS A REGION?



WHAT?
Region as
• an object in Landscape geography, regarded as ‘living’ organisms. 
• classifying nature and culture. 
• description of the functional spatial structures of societies (e.g. expressing centre-
periphery relations).
• a community, vernacular spatial units as people experience them. 
• a manifestation of capital accumulation.
• a setting for social practice, a medium of social interaction
• a historically contingent process, perpetually ‘becoming’.
• a spatial unit that have been produced socially and culturally to become part of 
the territorial system, they exist for some time in social and cultural practices and 
discourses and disappear in the continual regional transformation.
PAASI, A. 2000. Re-constructing regions and regional identity. Nijmegen: Nethur lecture, 7.



An object in Landscape geography, regarded as ‘living’ organisms.



A manifestation of capital accumulation.



A community.



A part of the territorial system.



A setting for social practice, a medium of social interaction.



A spatial unit that have been produced socially and culturally to become part of the territorial system.



EXAMPLES.
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Fig.X.1 Old and new  (Photo: Getty)

Post-war council estates in London, UK;
UNZNER, F. 2017.Justice and liveability in social housing regeneration. Graduation Report.



GARMENT INDUSTRY

Blue collar workers

85% women in the industry

Grament industrial agglomeration

White collar workers

25% women in the industry

IT industial agglomeration
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Garment manufacturing and IT Industry in Bangalore, India.
BALIGA, N. 2016. Better-half of Bangalore: Gender perspective in spatial planning. Graduation Report.



Danwei housing in Guangzhou, China
XIN HUANG 2017. Transforming Danwei Housing. Graduation Report.



[3] A street intersection in the City of the Future; detail of the Futurama 
exhibit at the 1939 New York World's Fair

[4] Inspired by the efforts, the electric utility company, Central Power and Light Company, launched 
an advertorial that was posted on many leading newspapers throughout 1956 and 1957 and pre-

dicted automated driving
Norman Bell Geddes - Magic Motorways, published 1940 www.ngnews.nl

Autonomous and shared mobility in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
VADDADI, B. 2017. Autonomous Shared Mobility & the Cities of Tomorrow: Impact of shared self-driving vehicles on the urban form of the city of Amsterdam. 



WHAT?
• Post-war council estates in London, UK;
• Garment manufacturing and IT Industry in Bangalore, India.
• Danwei housing in Guangzhou, China;
• Autonomous and shared mobility in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.



WHY DO YOU ENGAGE? VALUES AND 
NORMS?
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Fig.X.2 Installation protesting London‘s urban development  (Photo: Carrilho da Graça, 2015)

Right to the city/needs of original inhabitants
UNZNER, F. 2017.Justice and liveability in social housing regeneration. Graduation Report.



16th December 2012

Gender equality
BALIGA, N. 2016. Better-half of Bangalore: Gender perspective in spatial planning. Graduation Report.



Mortgage slaves

Chinese Dream

Maintain social diversity
XIN HUANG 2017. Transforming Danwei Housing. Graduation Report.



chadstonekia.blogspot.nl archinect.com mike thompson-detroit free press

Uncertainty about impact of a new technology/sustainable transport?
VADDADI, B. 2017. Autonomous Shared Mobility & the Cities of Tomorrow: Impact of shared self-driving vehicles on the urban form of the city of Amsterdam. 



WHY?
• Right to the city/needs of original inhabitants;
• Gender equality;
• Social diversity, age groups; 
• Sustainable transport?



HOW DO YOU INTEND TO BRING 
CHANGE ABOUT? APPROACHES AND 
INSTRUMENTS?
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MAINTENANCE
DELIVERYDEFINITION OF OBJECTIVESEVALUATION ELABORATIONDECISION MAKING

Object

Local authority

> Using neighbourhood planning as 
engagement tool in regeneration areas

> Stronger integration of neighbourhood 
planning in the development of the local 
plan
 

> Using design as engagement and 
conflict management tool

> Designing spaces that facilitate and 
not restrict use

> Allowing for unconvential solutions
 

Negotiation

PLANNING PERMISSION

Initial analysis + consultation Exploration of options Detailed Design Adaptation

Design as engagement tool
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Neighbourhood Plan

Local Plan

Local authority + Designers + Residents

PARTICIPATION

APPROPRIATION

public space as backbone 
and facilitator of integration 

community areas as 
lived space 

Reviewing the regeneration policy process: participation, role of spatial design.
UNZNER, F. 2017.Justice and liveability in social housing regeneration. Graduation Report.



?
Redefi ning gender roles: public space design, regional accessibility strategy
BALIGA, N. 2016. Better-half of Bangalore: Gender perspective in spatial planning. Graduation Report.
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 Test projects

p j pgtest projects- Danwei residential court upgrade
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Guidelines for public space design, recommendation on governance
XIN HUANG 2017. Transforming Danwei Housing. Graduation Report.



P+R+ P

Discussing impact of a new technology
VADDADI, B. 2017. Autonomous Shared Mobility & the Cities of Tomorrow: Impact of shared self-driving vehicles on the urban form of the city of Amsterdam. 



HOW?
• Reviewing the regeneration policy process: participation, role of spatial design;
• Redefi ning gender roles: public space design, regional accessibility strategy;
• Guidelines for public space design, recommendation on governance;
• Discussing the spatial impact of new technology.



WHAT?
You can see it and touch it; 
You can draw it on a map;

Be precise: specifi c 
scales?, specifi c form? 
specifi c aspects?, specifi c 
communities?, specifi c 
sectors?;....

WHY?
You have an opinion; 
You take a side; 
It’s controversially 
discussed in the 
newspapers, in politics, 
among experts...; 

Be precise: kind of 
sustainability?; 
(un)equality between ...?; 
the right to ...?; ...

HOW?
It is an approach or 
instrument; 
You can express it as an 
activity; 
It is oriented towards 
improvement;
It has an author and an 
audience; 

Be precise: specifi c 
policies?; specifi c 
guidelines/rules?; specifi c 
planning approach?; kind 
of governance? kind of 
design?...



WORKSHOP
discuss key interests
meet experts
identify key words
refi ne key interests: refl ect on aspects/implications...



Mentors

Akkelies van Nes Arie Romein Diego Sepulveda Dominic Stead Gregory Br

Lei Qu Lidewij Tummers Marcin Darbrowski Remon Rooij Roberto Rocco

Stephen Read Verena Balz Vincent Nadin Wil Zonneveld



9.00 – 9.15  Student’s input: An inventory of keywords

What? Why? How?
What kind of city/region? What kind of knowledge? What values and norms? What kind of relevance? Who are authors and audiences? What kind of 
the community of..., the territory of..., the  among..., the social  of..., the idea 
of..., the development of..., the (urban)ecology of..., the landscape ytilauqe)nU(...fo  among..., (un)sustainability of...,  between..., Actors,   knowledge  ...



9.15 – 9.30  Identifying fi elds of interest and experts

What? Why? How?
What kind of city/region? What kind of knowledge? What values and norms? What kind of relevance? Who are authors and audiences? What kind of 
the community of..., the territory of..., the  among..., the social  of..., the idea 
of..., the development of..., the (urban)ecology of..., the landscape ytilauqe)nU(...fo  among..., (un)sustainability of...,  between..., Actors,   knowledge  ...



9.30 – 9.50  Discussion 1: The objects of Complex cities graduation
9.50 – 10.00  Break
10.00 – 10.20 Discussion 2: Values and norms in Complex cities graduation
10.20 – 10.40 Discussion 3: Approaches and instruments in Complex cities graduation

What? Why? How?
What kind of city/region? What kind of knowledge? What values and norms? What kind of relevance? Who are authors and audiences? What kind of 
the community of..., the territory of..., the  among..., the social  of..., the idea 
of..., the development of..., the (urban)ecology of..., the landscape ytilauqe)nU(...fo  among..., (un)sustainability of...,  between..., Actors,   knowledge  ...
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