
Inclusive Cities of 
the Global South

Seeking for new planning and design paradigms for rapid 
urbanisation in weak institutional environments

Presentation prepared by Roberto Rocco , TU Delft 
r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl

Complex
CitiesSPS

mailto:r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl


�2

the ‘Global South’

IMF Developing Countries Map, 2014 (revised)CC BY-SA 1.0

What is the ‘Global South’?

#UnderrepresentedGeographies

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/1.0


What makes the GS different?
1.	 Pace of growth 
2.	Scale of change 
3.	Weak institutional environments 
4.	Unbalanced governance arrangements and 
weak rule of law 
5.	Rights deficit 
6.	Economic inequality (inequality of access) 
7.	 Large vulnerability to environmental hazards 
8.	Strong presence of informal urbanisation 
processes 
9.	Strong role of informal institutions (Ostrom) 



Research Theme #5 

International Planning and 
Developing Regions
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Global  
Urban  
Lab



17.000 enrolled students so far!

Spatial Justice/Housing/Resilience





Join now!

globalurbanlab.org



South circularity 

Spatial Justice

Urban ResilienceSelf Organisation

Global Housing
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Mutually reinforcing relationship 
between urbanisation & development
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Other partners
*IHS Rotterdam (International Institute of Urban Management of the 
Erasmus University) 
*ISS The Hague (international Institute of Social Studies) 
*TU Eindhoven 
*CEDLA (Centre for Latin American Documentation and Research of the UvA)  
*UN-Habitat 
*ARCADIS 
*DELTARES 
*SEVERAL UNIVERSITIES AROUND THE WORLD (Politecnico, TU Vienna, NCKU, 
SCUT, University of Sao Paulo, EiABC) 
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Many people work with developing countries OR comparative studies in the department and in the 
faculty albeit not always in the chair of Spatial Planning and Strategy
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Three concepts
* GOVERNANCE 

* SUSTANABILITY 
*SPATIAL JUSTICE 

One big framework
SPATIAL PLANNING & STRATEGY



Our own version of the layer 
approach



By following this cluster you will be able to:
• DESIGN a strategic PLAN, based on the 

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN of the physical environment 
• EXPERIENCE a dynamic interaction with different 

stakeholders in a developing context and to 

incorporate their views in your plan and design.  
• USE advanced and innovative planning tools to 

achieve sustainable and fair urban development 
• DEVELOP both practical (planning and design) and 

research skills (research and writing)



For more information, please visit the studio website:  
https://complexcitiesstudio.org

Example of student work



Eva Labrujere: Mapping the power 
structures of Mathare (Nairobi) in 
connection to existing informal 
power structures and the water 
geography of the area allowed for 
a  more place sensitive design

Nairobi



Concha Aranda: 
Mapping the 
spatial 
relationships 
between 
communities, 
natural systems, 
infrastructures 
and 
GOVERNANCE

Maputo



Concha Aranda: Mapping informal institutions in Maputo



Kritika Sha: 
Building slum 
upgrading 
strategy in 
Dharavi 
having the 
local economy 
and 
livelihoods 
as point to 
departure

Mumbai









https://bkafrica.wordpress.com



For more information, please visit the studio website:  
https://complexcitiesstudio.org

Specific topic 2019-2020



Union for the Mediterranean



The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) is an 
intergovernmental Euro-Mediterranean organisation which 
brings together all 28 countries of the European Union and 
15 countries of the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean.



The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) 

is an intergovernmental  

Euro-Mediterranean organisation 

which brings together all 28 countries 

of the European Union and 15 countries 

of the Southern and Eastern 

Mediterranean.



The Mediterranean is a cradle and a crossroads



1. CLIMATE, 

2. NATURAL RESOURCES,  

3. COMMERCE & DEVELOPMENT,  

4. HERITAGE, 

5. IMMIGRANTS & REFUGEES

It does have important challenges



New Urban 
Agenda for the 
Mediterranean



To promote integrated, sustainable, 
resilient, fair and inclusive urban 
regeneration and development across 
the Mediterranean region as a means to 
foster human development, economic 
prosperity, political stability and overall 
sustainability. 



TU Delft is the lead knowledge partner, 
in charge of: 
1. Surveying, connecting and 
articulating partners 
2. Writing the action plan 
3. Leading educational efforts in the 
region (with workshops and summer 
schools) 



We invite students to: 



To develop their graduation project in 
line with the UfM action plan proposal 



To work collaboratively with mentors 
and other students on activities leading 
up to the action plan, including possible 
workshops and other activities with 
schools in the region 



To access resources and 
stakeholders in cities and regions 
included in the UfM action plan 

To experience a real-life 
governance and design project 
connected to the European Union 
and its partners in the 
Mediterranean basin.



To develop exemplary projects that 
will be considered in discussions 
about sustainable urban 
development in the region 



To contribute with data and evidence 
gathering, including for example 
then organisation of a database of 
schools of planning and design 
around the Mediterranean. 



Key areas of action 



By No machine-readable author provided. Bertilvidet~commonswiki assumed (based on copyright claims). - No machine-readable 
source provided. Own work assumed (based on copyright claims)., CC BY 2.5, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=666638

Informal settlements and deprived neighbourhoods as 
focus points for the creation of inclusive cities and 
communities



Former brownfields and railway sites as focus points 
for urban regeneration and area redevelopment



Heritage and tourism as drivers of economic 
prosperity

https://travelnoire.com/red-city-of-morocco



Port-cities and their hinterlands as drivers of sustainable 
economic prosperity

https://www.neweurope.eu/article/eu-morocco-relations-to-prosper-after-kick-start-of-largest-mediterranean-port-tanger-med/



Thanks for watching & 
listening!

Should you have any doubts, please contact 
r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl 
And visit our BLOG 

www.spatialplanningtudelft.eu

mailto:r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl
http://www.spatialp
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The Routledge Handbook on 
Informal Urbanization

Edited by Roberto Rocco and Jan van Ballegooijen

ROUTLEDGE 
HANDBOOKS



https://
confrontinginformality.wordpress.com

https://confrontinginformality.wordpress.com
https://confrontinginformality.wordpress.com


https://utctudelft.org

https://confrontinginformality.wordpress.com

